Diaphragmatic flutter with a manifestation of high frequency ventilation.
A case of diaphragmatic flutter following status asthmaticus is presented. The initial symptom was tachypnea resembling hyperventilation syndrome. When spontaneous ventilation was completely suppressed for 15 minutes with intravenous administration of pethidine, levels of arterial blood gases were not much deviated from normal limits, because of possible high frequency ventilation. Although the medical therapeutics previously reported in literatures, including diphenylhydantoin, were ineffective in this case, butylophenones provided favourable results despite of some complications. The etiology and management of diaphragmatic flutter are discussed.